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Foreword

Dear Wisconsin Woodland Owner, Forest Enthusiast or Resource Professional:

Wisconsin is fortunate to have more than 16,000,000 acres of forestland. Early in the last century, we learned the 
phenomenal value of our forests after nearly losing them to land use conversion and fires. Future social, economic 
and environmental pressures will be different, but we have a responsibility as a society to find ways to meet our 
needs without imperiling the ability of forests to meet the needs of future generations. That is the goal of 
sustainable forestry, outlined in the chapters that follow.

Throughout the process of updating Wisconsin’s Forest Management Guidelines (FMG) we involved our forestry 
partners and other experts both internal and external to the Department. They identified changes and new 
information to include, drafted the revisions incorporated throughout the document, and reviewed proposed 
changes. We truly appreciate the time and energy that so many provided to ensure that this revision provides 
measures that protect Wisconsin’s forest ecosystems as they provide a wide array of values and needs.

Many suggestions were considered in developing the 2011 revision. Not every suggestion could be incorporated 
(some being outside the scope of the document), but the Wisconsin DNR made a sincere effort to include all 
appropriate suggestions. Some of the more significant additions/revisions include:

• Adding a new chapter on Invasive Plants Insects and Diseases (Chapter 8) 
• Including a discussion and information on Forestry BMPs for Invasive Species 
• Updating Forestry BMPs for Water Quality  
• Adding a general discussion on harvesting systems 
• Updating resources and reference materials

Keep in mind that the FMG is not meant to be an exhaustive textbook. Our goal is to establish basic, sensible 
concepts that outline responsible resource management at the site-level. Other technical publications should be 
used to learn details or explore additional landscape scale considerations. Although application of the FMG is 
voluntary, the document does refer to statutes, administrative rules and programs that could involve mandatory 
procedures or prohibitions. In those situations, users are encouraged to review original source regulations for 
specifications that may not be covered here.

The FMG is written for resource managers and enthusiasts. Our hope is that it is straightforward and appealing 
enough to be understood with little effort. A companion publication 10 Ways to Protect Your Woodland Property 
was written as an introduction for woodland owners to the FMG and to help them understand the value and 
benefits their woodlands provide. 

In whatever way you are involved in the forests of Wisconsin, I hope you find this guide helpful. Your commitment 
to protect and sustainably-manage Wisconsin’s forests is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, 
 
 

Paul DeLong 
Chief State Forester

FoReWoRd
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